%] 


o 

> 


\i 


-0 


4": 

IT 
> 

r- 


Civil  War  Officers 

Union 


John  A.  Logan 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


-)<  Zooi   ©«•  oHoii 


His    Fellow 


.,  i3^fcJM«F  CORPS,  j- 

fcMjMPjSyJeun.,  Fab.  12,  186S.  j 
My  Feiu^-SofciSnsas:  Dalnli'y  from  re- 
cent illness  S|a«  prevented;  and  still  pre- 
■weats  me  from  appearing  among«t  yon,  as 
has  been  my  ousM>m,  and  is  my  de»irt».  It 
ie  for  ibis  cause!  deem  it  my  duty  to  ooo»- 
wunicate  with  you  no^and  gWe you  the 
assuranoe  that  your  General  stitl- main- 
tains unshaken  confidence  in  your  patriot- 
ism, devotion,  and  in  the  ultimate  success 
of  our  glorious  cause. 

1  am  aware  that  influences  of  the  most 
discouraging  and  treasonable  character, 
well  calculated  and  designed  to  render 
you  dissatisfied,  have  recently  bee* 
brought  to  bear  upon  some  of  you  by  pro- 
fessed friends.  Newspapers,  containing 
treasonable  artiolee,  artfully  falsifying 
the  publio  sentiment  at  your  homes,  have 
been  circulated  in  your  camps.  Intriguing 
political  tricksters,  demagogues,  aud  time- 
servers,  whose  corrupt  deeds  are  hut  a 
faint  reflex  of  their  more  oorrupt  u»aru, 
seem  determined  to  drive  our  people  on  to 
anarchy  and  destruction.  They  h*ve 
hoped,  by  magnifying  the  reverses  of  our 
arms,  basply  misrepresenting  the  Ounduot 
and  slandering  the  character  of  our 
soldiers  in  the  field,  aud  boldly 
denouncing  the  acts  of  the  ooasii- 
tuted  authorities  of  the  Government  as  tin- 
constitutional  usurpations,  to  produoe  gen- 
eral demoralization  in  the  army,  and 
thereby  reap  their  political  reward,  weakea 
tie  oause  we  have  espoused,  and  aid  ia»M 
arch  traitors  of  the  South  to  dismember 
our  mighty  republic,  and  trail  in  tne  dust 
the  emblem  of  our  national  greatness  aud 
glory.  Letme  remind  you,  my  countrymen, 
that  we  are  soldiers  of  the  Federal  Uuion, 
armed  for  the  preservation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  and  the  maintenance  of  its 
laws  and  authority.  Upon  your  faithful- 
ness and  devotion,  heroism  and  gallantry, 
depend  its  perpetuity  To  us  has  been 
committed  this  sacred  inheritance,  baptized 
in  the  blood  of  our  fathers.  We  are  sol- 
diers of  a  Government  that  has  always 
blessed  us  with  prosperity  and  happiness. 

It  has  given  to  every  American  citizen 
the  largest  freedom  and  the  most  porfeot 
equality  of  rights  and  privileges.  It  has 
afforded  us  security  in  person  and  pro- 
perty, and  blessed  its  until,  under  its  bea- 
eficient  influence,  we  were  the  proudest 
nation  on  earth. 

We  should  be  united  in  our  efforts  to  put 
down  a  rebellion,  that  now,  like  an  earth- 
quake, rocks  the  nation  from  State  to  State, 
from  center  to  circumstance,  and  threatens 
to  engulph  us  all  in  the  common  ruin,  th« 
horrors  of  which  no  pen  can  portray.  Wt 
have  solemnly  sworn  to  bear  true  faith  to 
this  Government,  preserve  its  Constitution 
and  defend  its  glorious  flag  against  all  its 
enemies  and  opposers.  To  our  hands  has 
been  committed  the  liberties,  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  future  generations. 
Shall  we  betray  such  a  trust?  Shall  the 
brilliance  of  your  past  achievements  be 
dimmed  and  tarnished  by  hesitation,  dis- 
cord and  dissension,  whilst  armed  traitors 
menace  you  in  front  and  unarmed 
traitors  intrigue  agaiust  you  in  the  rear? 
We  are  in  no  way  responsible  for  any  ac- 
tion of  the  civil  authorities.  We  consti- 
tute the  military  arm  of  the  Government. 
That  the  oivil  power  is  threatened  and  at- 
tempted to  be  paralyzed,  is  the  reason  far 
resort  to  the  military  power.  To  aid  the 
oivil  authorities  (not  to  oppoee  or  obstruct) 
in  the  exeroise  of  their  authority  is  oar 
oflioe,  and  shall  we  forget  this  duty,  and 
stop  to  wrangle  and  dispute  on  this  or  that 
political  act  or  measure  whilst  the  country 
is  bleeding  at  every  pore,  whilst  a  fearful 
wail  of  anguish,  wrung  from  the  heart  of 
a  distracted  people,  is  borne  upon  every 


breeze,  and  widows  and  orphans  are  ap- 
pealing to  ns  to  avenge  the  loss  of  their 
loved  ones  who  have  fallen  by  our  aide  in 
defense  of  its  old  blood-stained  banner, 
and  whilst  the  Temple  of  Liberty  itself  is 
being  shaken  to  the  very  eenter  by  the 
ruthless  blows  of-  traitors,  who  have  dese- 
crated our  flag — obstructed  our  national 
highways,  destroyed  our  peace,  desolated 
our  firesides,  and  draped  thousands  of 
homes  in  mourning? 

Let  us  stand  firm  at  our  posts  of  duty 
and  of  honor,  yielding  a  cheerful  obedi- 
ence to  all  orders  from  our  superiors,  until 
by  our  united  efforts,  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
shall  be  planted  in  every  city,  town  and 
hamlet-of  the  rebellious  States.  We  can 
then  return  to  our  homes  and  through 
the  ballot-box  peacefully  red'ress  all  oar 
wrongs,  if  any  we  have. 

Whilst  I  rely  upon  you  with  confidence 
and  pride,  I  blush  to  confers  thr '  recently 
some  of  those  who  were  orjoe  our  oomradoa 
in  arms  have  so  far  forj^ottcn  their  honor, 
their  oaths  and  their  coautrv,  as  to  shame- 
fully desert  us,  aud  ekulkingly  make  their 
way  to  their  homrp,  where,  like  culprits, 
they  dare  not  lock  an  honcbt  man  in  the 
face.     Disgrace  and  ignominy  (if  they  es- 
cape the  penally  of   the-law)  will  not  only 
follow    them   1  lQ  their  dishonored  graves, 
but  will  st&jjp  their  names  and  lineage 
with  infamy  to  the  latest  generation.      The 
scorn  and  e/  jntempt  of  every  irue  man  will 
ever  follow   those  "base  men  who,  forgetful 
of  their  or  .ths,  have,  like  cowardly  spaniels, 
deserte*)  their  comrados  in  arms  in  the  face 
of  the  foe,  and  their  country  in  the   hour 
of  \i%  greatest  peril.    Every  true-hearted 
molvaer  or  father,  brother,  sister  or   wife, 
wiTil  spurn  the  csward  who  oould  thus  not 
orjiy  disgrace  himself,  but  his  name  and 
his  kindred.    An  indelible  stamp  of  infamy 
should  be  branded  upon  his  cheek,  that  all 
who  look,  upon  his  vilo   countenance  may 
feel  for  him  the  contempt  his   oowardiee 
merits     Could  1  believe  that  atjoh  conduct 
found  either  justification  or  spouse  in  your 
hearts,  or  that  you  woi^d  for  a  moment 
falter  in  our  glorior  s   purpoee  of  saving 
the    nation  *f0ftl  'threatened    wreck    and 
h~~  Jien  ruin,  I  would  invoke  from  Deity 
:!!*tK i  tteatosi  bw».  a  oomman  grave  to 

I  and  cowards  Siff-S^^^to* 

,        ;  strong  arms  to  the  task  of  omuKJ! 
tag««r>  ^cl*  «  the  pathway  0f  vil 
t£ty  until  whs  „.   ou\s  .of  triumph  the  last 
gun  :'«  fired  that  pi'oo»JM,n8  us  a  united  peo- 
ple under  the  old  Flag  jk>Td  one  Govera- 
t  ment!     Pateiot  soldieesI  thl«  ~reat  work 
accomplished,    the    reward  for  riuoi  ser- 
vice as  yours  will  be  realized;  the  blessings 
and  honors  of  a  grateful  people  will  b* 
yeure>  John  A.  Logan, 

Brig.-Gcn.  Commanding. 


Logan ,   John  A 
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